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04 -28 -20 WORLD CHANGING IDEAS

World Changing Ideas Awards 2020: Spaces, Places,
and Cities Finalists and Honorable Mentions
See the full list of honorees.
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WORLD CHANGING IDEAS SPACES,  PLACES,  AND CITIES

Buildings, landscapes, urban designs, and policies that make cities and living in them cleaner, more
efficient, more beautiful, and more equitable for their citizens. Read about the winner: a company that
is building shared housing where several units share kitchens and common spaces.
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The Court, Nike’s European Logistics Campus, Nike
Dome, Perkins and Will
Google North Bayshore Framework Plan, Sitelab Urban Studio
Haxtun: Saving Main Street, Phillips County Economic Development, HDR, Haxtun Hospital District
Isla Intersections, Lorcan O’Herlihy Architects
LAC+USC Restorative Care Village, Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health
Nico—Neighborhood Investment Company, Nico
Point Arena, Better Place Forests
Verday Health, Verday Health
The Village of Hope, Mature Resources Foundation
Vulcan II, Icon
Wild Mile, Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
Xero Studio, Studio Ma
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1636 Clark Drive, Vancouver, HDR
AeroFarms, AeroFarms
Asphalt Art Initiative, Bloomberg Associates, Street Plans Collaborative
Blockhouse Life Module, Blockhouse | Life
Camp Barker Memorial, After Architecture
Chase Center and Thrive City, Golden State Warriors
Connected Safety for Houston Schools, Insight Enterprises
Curve Appeal, WATG
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Ho Chi Minh City Innovation District, Sasaki
Homebound, Homebound
Jetty Deposit, Jetty
Katerra CLT, Katerra
LA River: AR Application, Ryot, Verizon Media
Lendlease, Lendlease
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02-20-24 SMALL TO FAST

This maternal health startup is donating $10 million
to help close the healthcare research gap
The founders of Perelel, which sells prenatal vitamins, say charitable giving is baked into
their business model. Today they’re making good on that promise.

[Photo: DNY59/E+/Getty Images]
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In 2020, Victoria Thain Gioia, Alex Taylor, and Dr. Banafsheh Bayati started Perelel to give women a
better option for prenatal vitamins. Gioia’s daughter had just been born with a cleft lip, and Gioia was
shocked to realize that this was associated with a folic acid deficiency, given that she’d taken great
care to take her vitamins and do her research. Taylor, meanwhile, found that researching which
vitamins to take and sourcing them during her pregnancy was time-consuming and expensive. The
pair teamed up with Bayati, an ob-gyn, to develop a product line of vitamins with high-quality
ingredients personalized for each trimester.

Perelel also baked giving into its business model. Today the company is announcing a $10 million
donation to Magee-Womens Research Institute, which focuses solely on researching women’s health
and reproductive biology, and Good+Foundation, which addresses family poverty and provides
support for new mothers, to fund women’s health research and close gaps in maternal healthcare.

The donations will be distributed over three years as in-kind product donations and grants. Earlier this
month Perelel raised $6 million in series A funding from Unilever Ventures, and last year it raised $4.7
million in seed funding.
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A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Shalene Gupta is a frequent contributor to Fast Company, covering Gen Z in the workplace, the psychology of
money, and health business news. She is the coauthor of The Power of Trust: How Companies Build It, Lose It,
Regain It (Public Affairs, 2021) with Harvard Business School professor Sandra Sucher, and is currently working on a
book about severe PMS, PMDD, and PME for Flatiron More
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Further Reading:

Founders Alex Taylor (left), Victoria Thain Gioia (seated), Dr. Banafsheh Bayati (inset). [Photo: Perelel]

 “From day one, giving was a very clear line item for us,” says Gioia.

A DV E RT I S E M E N T

She explained that the company examines its financial models to determine what it can donate, and
giving is based on a certain percentage of sales. In the past, Perelel donated $2.5 million in products
and grants to help fund more women’s health.

“We bootstrapped the company at the beginning with funds from friends and family, so we were able
to create our own business model with giving baked in. This meant by the time we brought in
investors, they were on board with our giving model,” Taylor said.

Taylor noted that the plan for Perelel is to keep scaling its giving as the company grows. “Vitamins
keep the lights on,” Taylor said, “but we stand for so much more. Our experiences made us realize
how much we don’t know about our bodies; we want to help close that research gap.”
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